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Mountain Park Community Excited About Groundbreaking 

 

Many longstanding members of the Mountain Park community were present for the groundbreaking 

ceremony at Mountain Park Elementary School on Monday, April 29, 2019.  Retired School Board 

Member, Mr. Bobby Haynes, and members of deceased School Board Member, Mr. Jeff Hall, were 

present including Mr. Hall’s mother, Mrs. Barbara Hall, and Mr. Hall’s sisters, Mrs. Melissa Hutchins and 

Mrs. Pam McMillian.  Also in attendance was retired principal, Mrs. Cathy Hull, students, staff, and other 

community members, parents, and alumni.   

 

Principal Janet Sutphin presided over the program with students representing the student body showcasing 

their leadership throughout the program.  The Student Council Treasurer, Miss Reagan Snow, delivered 

the invocation and Miss Eliza Nixon, Student Council President, discussed how student learning for the 

Mountaineers will be positively impacted by the new construction.  Mountain Park’s 2018-2019 Teacher 

of the Year, Mrs. Jamie Dowell-Young, shared that she completed school in Surry County Schools and 

feels fortunate to teach leaders at Mountain Park Elementary.  “While I love the character of our sweet 

school, I am eager to see us move forward.”  

 

PTO Treasurer, Mrs. Kristin Snow remarked, “Mountain Park Elementary has always been the 

cornerstone of the community. This school is more than an academic institution. This school symbolizes 

all that Mountain Park once was and with this groundbreaking, we will move to what Mountain Park 

Elementary School will be.  As Margaret J. Wheatly once stated, ‘There is no power for change greater 

than a community discovering what it cares about.’  Thank you for caring about us.”  

  

“Mountain Park Elementary is an example of a true community school.  The community supports the 

school and the people in the school represent the community and what it stands for.  Our job as educators 

is to help the school and the community put the pieces of the puzzle together to create educational 

relevance for students and for their future,” commented Dr. Travis L. Reeves, Superintendent.  “Walt 

Disney said, ‘You can design and create, and build the most wonderful place in the world.  But it takes 

people to make the dream a reality.’  The Board of Education set this goal as a dream a little more than 

five years ago.  The County Commissioners supported that dream with funding and now we are at the 

point of achieving our goal of renovating this school by breaking ground today.”   



 

Renovations at Mountain Park Elementary include: 

 

● Focus on improving safety by renovating the front entrance and enabling all students to be under 

one roof 

● Enhance the overall learning environment for students with the creation of a new wing  

● Modernize and update the current classroom wing with renovations 

● Create kitchen expansion to better serve students 

● Renovate the gymnasium 

● Add a new media center to facilitate research and digital learning  

● Remove all mobile classrooms 

● Improve energy efficiency with new windows 

 

Construction is set to begin next week and will take between one and one-and-a-half years to complete.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pictured left to right:  Superintendent, Dr. Travis L. Reeves, Commissioners Eddie Harris, and Bill 

Goins, Principal Janet Sutphin, 2018-2019 Mountain Park Teacher of the Year, Jamie Dowell-Young, 

Student Council President and Vice-President respectively, Eliza Nixon and Reagan Snow, SCS Board 

Vice-Chairperson, Clark Goings, SCS Board Chair, Dr. Terri Mosley, Commissioners Larry Johnson and 

Mark Marion, and Director of Plant Operations, Robert Draughn. 

 

 



 


